2009-2010

Algebra 1.5

Course Description:  This course is the first in a program allowing students to complete Algebra 1 and Geometry over a 3-year period.  It is designed for students who need more time to review some fundamental concepts, and in the first year will cover approximately two-thirds of the content of Algebra 1.  Topics covered will be properties of real numbers; writing, solving, and graphing linear equations and inequalities; and solving systems of linear equations and inequalitites.

Grades:
Attendance, Performance, Effort [APE] will be worth 10% of your grade.
Homework will be worth 35% of your grade.
Quizzes will be worth 25% of your grade.
Chapter Tests will be worth 30% of your grade.


Letter Grades:	100 - 90%    A
 89 - 80%    B
 79 - 70%    C
 69 - 60%    D
Below 60%   F

Classroom Expectations
Rules in my classroom are few.  I believe that as all students are different, and all actions and reactions very personal in nature, effective discipline involves a few overriding tenets rather than a long list of specific rules.  Situations are dealt with as they arise with the focus on enabling the student to grow and learn from his or her actions.

Be on time.
-in your seat and ready to work when the tardy bell rings

You may engage in any behavior which does not create a problem for you or anyone else.  If you find yourself with a problem, please solve it immediately without causing a problem for anyone else.

You may engage in any behavior that does not jeopardize the safety or learning of yourself or others.  Unkind words and actions will not be tolerated.
-read your student handbook

No cell phones in this classroom.  If you are caught with a cell phone, I will confiscate it and require your parents to come get it from me.

Laptops  may only be used at the teacher’s discretion or with teacher permission.



Student Information for Mrs. Griffiths’ Math Class

Daily Lessons: We will do one lesson each class period, depending on the length of the lesson.

Homework will be assigned each class period. Students will need to write the assignment down in their student planners or use an electronic calendar on their laptop. Students will be given time in class to work on the assigned homework problems. Students should do homework assignments in pencil or blue or black ink. Assignments done in other colors will not be accepted. We will grade assignments at the beginning of the next class period. Students are expected to have their assignments completed by the beginning of the next class period.  Students will need a red or green grading pen to grade their assignments.

Late work will be accepted for half credit until the day of the test covering that material.

Daily Notes: We will take daily notes. Students are required to keep a neat notebook as part of their mathematics portfolio which is graded at the end of each nine (9) week period. Notebooks are graded on neatness and completeness.

Portfolio: Students will need a 3-ring binder for their mathematics portfolio. Within this binder, students will need to keep a section for daily notes, quizzes, and all their assignments. These complete portfolios will be graded at the end of the each nine weeks period.  Portfolio grades will count as test grades.

Quizzes: We will take quizzes periodically over the sections we have covered.

Tests: We will take a test after the completion of a unit of study.

Semester Test: We will take a cumulative semester test at the end of each semester. 



Calculator:  Students are required to have a calculator.  Each student needs a calculator that can do fractions.  Some suggestions would include TI-30Xa, TI-30X IIS, or TI-36x.  Please put your name on your calculator in permanent ink.  Students will be given a grade on whether or not they have acquired their own calculator.
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