MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
HERINGTON UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 487
CITY/SCHOOL OFFICES
19 NORTH BROADWAY
Monday, April 20, 2009
6:30 P.M.

Diana Floyd called to order the regular meeting of the Board of Education of USD 487 at 6:30 p.m. April 20, 2009.  Board members and other staff present were:  Alan Stuart, Phil Brockmeier, David Powell, Stacey Berndt, Bret Beye, Superintendent John Thissen, and Clerk of the Board Robyn Heitfield.  Rod Erickson was absent.  Diana Floyd excused herself from the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  

1.	ADOPTION OF AGENDA						
	David Powell moved (Beye) to adopt the agenda.  Motion carried 6-0.

2.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	Stacey Berndt moved (Stuart) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of March 16, 2009 and the special meetings of March 24, 2009 and April 8, 2009 as presented.  Motion carried 6-0. 

3.	PUBLIC FORUM
	John Thissen introduced Sandy Johnson, the military liaison from Fort Riley.  She works with the District in helping military families and has become a valuable asset in connecting with the families.

4.	PARENTS AS TEACHERS REPORT
	An update was provided by Renae Riedy on the program.  One of the families she serves was present to demonstrate the various skills a child learns during home visits and to reiterate how valuable the program is. 

5.	GENETICS PRESENTATION
	High School Science teacher, Kim Coover and several students in her Genetics class gave a presentation regarding several projects they have been working on.  Included in these projects were plant gestation, fruit fly separation and reproduction and studying the chromosomes of larvae.  

6.	SENIOR TRIP REQUEST
	Crysta Brockmeier, President of the Class of 2009, asked the board to approve the senior class trip to St. Louis, Missouri on May 2-4.  The itinerary, rules and a list of sponsors were provided.  David Powell made a motion (Stuart) to approve the senior trip.  Motion carried 6-0.  




7.	ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS
	Rich DeMont reported on activities at the Elementary:
· Since January, 24 new students have enrolled as opposed to 9 who have dropped.  Current enrollment stands at 222, six of which are military children.  Two more will be enrolling in the next week.
· Kindergarten roundup saw 38 children signed up
· Preliminary scores look good on State Assessments
· Third graders will travel to the Governor’s Mansion in Topeka to participate in Kansas Fitness Day
· A list of end of the year class field trips was provided
	Steve Mies reported on the following activities at the Middle/High School:
· Prom was a big success with 72 students attending.  Of those students, 68 participated in After Prom activities at Junction City
· 68 patrons attended the Community Prom held the following evening sponsored by FCCLA 
· Collaboration topics on May 6 will include summer school preparation and smart board discussions
· Preliminary state assessment scores looked good
Jon Utech reported on the following:
· Delays when answering the phones has prompted a call to Phone Connections
· The current library management system software continues to be analyzed.  A more detailed report will be provided next month
· Total Traffic Control, the new internet filtering system has been installed and continues to be monitored
· Training on the District’s new website was provided to Elementary staff.  
· MAP testing will begin in early May
Mark Cook reported on the following activities:
· Time was spent discussing with coaches KSHSAA’s new rule for coaches interacting with athletes during the summer months
· Herington will be hosting the regional golf meet this year

David Powell commended administration on limited behavior reports at the 
High School as compared to the beginning of the school year. 

8.	TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS OF AMERICA 
A formal request was made by Julie Albrecht to establish a new club at the high 
school.  Technology Students of America (TSA) would replace the current Future Business Leaders of America program and meet the Career and Technical Student Organization requirement of the following vocational programs: Business & Computer Technology, Technology Education and Woodworking.  She, along with DeAn Knopp and Lyle Strait would co-sponsor this program.  Alan Stuart moved (Berndt) to approve the request to begin a TSA chapter.  Motion carried 6-0.        	



9.	STATE BUDGET REPORT
	An update was provided by Mr. Thissen regarding the State’s projected shortfall on the tax revenue situation and where legislation is on state reduction per pupil.  Although the numbers are still not definite, all indicators point to $4,367 per pupil.
	
10.	BULLYING POLICY
	The District’s current policy was discussed among members and concerns were voiced that nothing within the policy addresses what is to be done when bullying occurs.  A suggestion was made for Mr. Thissen to work with administration in defining the policy and bring back a revised policy at the May meeting. 

11.	2009-10 CALENDAR
	Draft C was brought before the board for approval.  David Powell moved (Berndt) to approve Draft C of the 2009-10 calendar as presented.  Motion carried 6-0.
		
12.	SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM MATERIALS
	After several months of waiting due to State budget concerns and careful consideration, Alan Stuart moved (Beye) to purchase the Social Studies curriculum for the 2009-10 school year.  Motion carried 6-0. 

13.	INTERGENERATIONAL GARDENING PROJECT GRANT
	A grant of $6,300 was awarded to the District from The Community Foundation of Dickinson County to be used towards an intergenerational gardening project at the Elementary.  This project will be part of the Wednesday After School program and will continue through Summer School and the 2009 Active Healthy Kids Camp.  Phil Brockmeier moved (Berndt) to accept the grant.  Motion carried 6-0.

14.	COMPUTERS (1 TO 1 INITIATIVE)
	Discussion continued from the April meeting regarding 1 to 1 initiative for High School students.  Several area Districts have begun the process of purchasing the netbooks for high school students.  As Mr. Thissen stressed, technology upgrades were already a part of the budget so he believes this purchase will not put a financial burden on the Budget.  David Powell moved (Beye) to approve the purchase of 160 Lenovo netbooks for Grades 9-12 for the 2009-10 school year.  Motion carried 6-0.  Mr. Powell then asked that careful consideration be made as to student use of these laptops outside of the school setting when no internet access is available.

15.  	GRADUATION LIST 
	A list of the Senior class of 2009 was presented to the Board for graduation approval.  David Powell moved (Stuart) to accept the Senior Class of 2009 for graduation pending completion of all requirements.  Motion carried 6-0.

16.	STUDENT TELEPHONE USAGE
	The current policy in the Student Handbook was made available to members for discussion.  A concern of the placement of a phone at the Middle School was voiced.  The initial intent of this policy was discussed in length before members concluded the policy was within that intent.  Isolated incidents will be dealt with as the administration sees the need.
   
17.	FACILITIES PLANNING	
	An update was provided by Mr. Thissen on plans with Hollis + Miller.  A team from the firm will meet with staff at each building from April 22 through April 24 to gather information.  A trip to tour three of the schools designed by Hollis + Miller has been scheduled for May 2.  

18.	PERSONNEL 
A.  Executive Session	
At 9:23 p.m., Alan Stuart made a motion (Berndt) for the Board to go 
into executive session following a 5 minute break for the purpose of discussing personnel matters for non-elected personnel; with the Board returning to the open meeting at 9:48 p.m., and that Mr. Thissen attend.  The executive session is required to protect the privacy interests of identifiable individuals.  Motion carried 5-0.
	B.  Employee Overtime
      The Board reviewed the employee overtime report for March 2009.
	C.  Extension of Principals and Director of Technology Contracts
      Stacey Berndt moved (Beye) to extend the contracts of Steve Mies, Mark Cook, Rich DeMont and Jon Utech for 1 year making them two year contracts.  Motion passed 5-0.
D.  Superintendent Evaluation
      The first evaluation of John Thissen was completed.  The second evaluation will be finalized at the May board meeting.
E.  Golf Assistant
Bret Beye moved (Berndt) to hire Mark Cook as the assistant golf coach.  Motion passed 5-0.
     
19.	SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
A.  Budget	
      A summary was provided through March 2009.
B.  Credit Cards   
	      Credit card statements were supplied for all cardholders for Board review.
	C.  IBB
	      Next meeting scheduled for May 12, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.
      	D.  Republish Budget
      Due to the increased number in enrollment on the February 2009 military count, the Budget will need to be republished.
	E.  New Math Course
      A new course is currently being created by CCC.  It involves offering Algebra and Geometry over a three year period for those students struggling to master the mathematical concept.  The same textbooks and curriculum will be used and students will receive three credits.  Bret Beye moved (Brockmeier) to approve the course offering Algebra and Geometry as a three course worth three credit hours contingent on CCC approval.  Motion carried 4-1 with David Powell casting the no vote.
	
20.	VOUCHERS
	A motion was made by Rod Erickson (Stuart) to approve vouchers as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.

21.	POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULAR BOARD   
            MEETING
	A.  Financial Planning for Facilities
	B.  CCC Social Studies
	C.  IBB
	D.  State Assessments
	E.  Republish Budget  
	F.  Bullying Policy
	G.  Technology
	H.  Handbooks
	
22.	FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER
	A retirement reception for Cindy Harris will be announced at a later date.  The reception will be at the District Office.

23.	ADJOURNMENT
	At 10:00 p.m. Bret Beye made a motion (Brockmeier) to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.



_____________________________________				
Robyn Heitfield, Clerk of the Board of Education						



Attest: ________________________________
	Diana Floyd, President									

Date:  _________________________________

